NOVEMBER 15, 1968 


MISTRIAL RULED 
; IN MURDER CASE 

J Lyons Was Charged in 
e Firebomb Death 


t HATTIESBURG, Miss. (AP)— 

■ A circuit court judge declared , 

• a mistrial Thursday night in the 
murder trial of Ta Tj p ^i^IW g ' 
35, of Laurel irTTfie ~ firebomb , 
death of a Negro leader. 

The judge acted after the jury i 
reported it was hopelessly dead- 1 
locked after more than four 
hours of deliberation. The jury's 1 
t vote was at 6-6. 1 

* The charge stemmed from the * 

’ 1966 slaying of Vernon Dahmer, 

; a businessman in the Kelly com- 1 
J munity near Hattiesburg. 

| The trial is one of a series of 1 
( cases resulting from the pre- 1 
’ dawn attack on Dahmer’s home. J 
, Three previous trials ended in ; 

! convictions, while another three 
were declared mistrials. 

The state rested its case 
Thursday morning, and the de- 
[ fense presented only nine wit- 
. nesses, all of whom testified as 
j to the character of Lyons. 

SAID HAMPERED 

Defense attorneys pointed out 
; that their presentation was ham- 
! pered by the absence of a wit- 
. ness, identified as a former Lau. 

* rel photographer, Jessie White, 
i now said to be a resident of 
i Jackson. 

Circuit Judge Stanton Hall 
sent a Forrest County consta- 
ble to Jackson with instructions 
to bring White to the courtroom, i 


The constable returned, now- • 
ever, with a statement from a 1 
physician to the effect that , 
White was ill and unable to tes- { 
tify. The defense then rested j 
and final arguments began. 

The state has maintained 
throughout the previous trials j 
that Dahmer was the target of \ 
a carefully planned plot by the i 
White Knights of the Ku Klux i 
Klan. He had not been extreme- 
ly active in Negro civil rights 
work, but had encouraged Ne- * 
groes to vote and allowed his , 
place of business to be used as I 
a registration point. 

CHIEF WITNESS 


The state’s chief witness in 
this trial and those preceding 
it was Billy Roy Pitts, a for- 
mer Ku Klux Klansman, who 
pleaded guilty to both murder 
and arson in the attack and 
faces a life sentence: 

TPitts and another klansman, 
T. W. Rogers, testified Wednes- 
day that Lyons had participa- 
ted in planning the raid on Dah- 
mer r s home, and that he had 
attended a meeting following 
the attack at which the results 
were discussed. 

Pitts testified that Lyons was 
one of four Klansmen assigned 
to destroy Dahmer’s grapery 
store, located adjacent to the 
home. He said that he (Pitts) 
and three other men were to 
bum the home and kill Dahmer 
jif possible. 

The trial opened Tuesday with 
selection of a jury, and testi- 
mony began Wednesday morn- 
ing. 
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